
1  

G O O D  S H E P H E R D  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H                      2 0 2 1       

Adult Bible Study, 
Men’s Bible Study, 
Adult Sunday School 

2 

Sunday School Project, 
100th Anniversary, Dog 
Days of Summer 

3 

Ways to Serve, Official 
Acts, Amazon 

4 

Bridge Update and 
Construction, New  
Furnace/AC, Financial 
Support 

5 

Sr. Food Boxes, St. 
John’s Donations, Gift 
Cards Update 

6 

Prayer Corner 7 

Elder’s Corner 8 

Picnic and Pool Party 9 

Attendance, SS 
Communion changes 

10 

Homebound Members, 
Birthdays,               
Anniversaries 

11 

Sermon Excerpts 12 

Definitions by Perley 16 

Prayer List 17 

Inside this issue:  VBS 2021! 

Thanks, everyone, for a great week of VBS! 

We were blessed to have 39 children 

participate and that God provided 41 

helpers! Thanks to Kathleen Firlik for leading 

our VBS and thanks for the  

support of the congregation! 

We are truly blessed! 

August News 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY ON MARK'S GOSPEL 
 
The adult Bible study lead by Perley Allen during Sunday School 
is continuing our study on Mark's Gospel. This was started     
before the Covid restrictions. You may ask, why did I decide to 
continue with Mark, after a long period of not having Sunday 
School. Well, first off, I asked some of the regulars about it, and 
they were okay with continuing. Secondly, the chapters we are 

now looking at cover critical areas, such as Jesus' parables, prophecy concerning 
Jerusalem, as well as the Return of Christ. It also teaches us of the Suffering, Death 
and Resurrection of our Savior.  
  
Our study, and of course all other Bible studies we do in our class are meant to give 
us a DEEPER understand of the Bible. We frequently examine the text from the 
meaning of the original language, for as you know, many times our English does not 
always reveal all that is conveyed in the original Greek, Hebrew or Aramaic.  This is 
true in many books that are translated into other languages. "Lost in translation" is a 
very real thing. 
 
So as we study Mark's Gospel (or any other book of the Bible in the future), we 
explore the original meaning of words, and the  differences in English translations, 
always attempting to do so with the intent that all will come away with a better 
understanding and appreciation of Sacred Scripture. ALL ARE WELCOME, so grab 
YOUR Bible (or one will be provided), and join us Sunday morning at 10:00 AM.  
Interestingly, a few have started using a Bible app on the smart phones 
(biblehub.com has several translations on it). 
 

Men’s Zoom Bible Study  

Our Bible study meets through Zoom on Thursdays at 9:30 am. If you wish to join us, 
please send an email to either Ron Webb at ronjoanwebb@yahoo.com or Dave 
Stetler at dstets1948@hotmail.com. 

 

Adult Sunday School – Unshakeable Hope 
Joy Shelton leads a Bible Study based on a series by Max Lucado called 
“Unshakeable Hope.” All are welcome! Join us from 10:00-10:45. See Joy for more 
info. 

Bible Study at Gloria Bose’s House 
Every second and fourth Thursday from 11:00 to noon, Gloria Bose hosts and leads a 
devotion. Bring your lunch (drink, utensils, etc.), your Bible, and a friend. Contact 
Gloria for more information. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT   

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Operation Christmas Child (OCC) --  20212021  

 
Will you help put smiles on the faces and joy in the hearts of 
some needy children this Christmas? Just a reminder, it’s “Back 
To School” sales time in most stores, the perfect time to buy 
many of the items needed to fill your shoeboxes. Plastic shoe-
boxes will be available to take home in October. 

OUR 100
th

 ANNIVERSARY 
 

ONE OF A KIND: The brass candlesticks on the 
current altar and their companion brass cross 
(currently not in use) are uniquely a one of a kind 
set. The three-pieces were designed and made by 
two members of Good Shepherd in the congregation’s early years. 

 

Paul Thomas. Sr., a tool and die maker at the old York Corp. facility near the origi-
nal church building, designed and made the patterns for them. William (Bud) Well-
man worked for a local foundry that made metal castings. He prepared the molds 
and the two candlesticks and cross were cast in brass. 

 

Following their cleanup and polishing, they were dedicated and are a part of Good 
Shepherd still today. The design sheets, patterns and molds were destroyed, mak-
ing them truly a one of a kind set. 

 

Are you interested in history and celebrations? If you would like to help plan the 
recognition and celebration of Good Shepherd's 100

th
 anniversary in 2022, contact 

Jack Gingerich or Joy Williams. 
 

“Dog Days” of Summer—August 22 

Hot dogs and drinks available August 22 after each worship service! Enjoy some    
fellowship and a good dog while you’re at it! Invite a friend, family member, or    
neighbor! 
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Some Ways to Serve Our Church Family  
Lay Reader: You will read God’s Word during worship. 

Acolyte: You light and extinguish candles for worship. Ages 9 and above. 

Livestream Equipment Operator: You make it possible for our vulnerable and 
homebound members to worship from home! Training is provided. You would run the 
equipment in the sanctuary during the service and switch camera angles like a 
director would do for a TV production.  

Front Door Greeter: Welcome all worshipers at the front door!  

Welcome Center: You’re the person who guides people to the right places and is in 
the charge of the offerings. Answer any questions and be a friendly welcoming 
presence! 

Drive-In Service Greeter: You greet the drive-in service worshipers and put a bulletin 
and communion elements in their car!  

Sound Room: Your main task will be to advance the Powerpoint slides on the screen 
during the service and adjust the microphone levels if necessary.   

Coffee Maker: Prepare coffee for fellowship time.  

We can always use more help in all of these areas.  

If you’re willing to serve please let Pastor Skip know. Thanks! 

Official Acts: Receiving New Members 
Lynn Bednarz; John and Sharon Yarnell; Chase, Christine, and CJ Barmoy 

Ron and Carol Sollenberger; John and Suzanne Brockley 

 

You can give to Good Shepherd 
by shopping on Amazon! 

Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-1716231 to sign up for 
Amazon Smile, where Amazon donates a percentage of your purchase to Good 
Shepherd. When you visit Amazon in the future, go to smile.amazon.com to make 
sure Good Shepherd benefits from your purchases. Recently we received $41.76 
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Bridge Update 
All 4 poles are cut to length and in position with rebar 
holding them in place down into the cement. Also, 
landscaping fabric is in place on the banks. Our next step 
will be to add stone and obviously attach the deck boards. 

 

Bridge Construction Day 
The Trustees are looking for volunteer help to assist with 
the final phase of construction on the bridge on August 7 at 
8am. We will be moving gravel and attaching deck boards. 
Approximately 3-5 volunteers would be helpful. Volunteers can bring any relevant 
tools they own as well if they wish. With questions or to let us know you'll attend, 
please contact David Blechertas at dblechertas@yahoo.com. Thanks! 

 

New Furnace/AC for Office 
At the end of June, the AC/Furnace unit for the office and kitchen finally broke down. 
Our trustees were anticipating this and quickly worked out the replacement with Haller 
Enterprises. The new units were installed the last week of June at a cost of $6,455. 

 

  Thank You For Your Continued 
Financial Support 

Thank you for your continued support of the work that our Good Shepherd is doing 
here. We appreciate your stewardship as we continue to partner together to proclaim 
the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Here are some ways you can give to support our God’s work here:  
1. In Person: Offering plates are on the Welcome Center. 
2. Mail your check to the church. (2121 Roosevelt Ave., York, PA 17408) 
3. Go to our webpage and click the “Donate” button. Offerings came be made either 
through PayPal or Vanco from your credit card or your checking or savings account.  
4. Sign up for automatic donations with our electronic-giving company, Vanco, by 
calling the church office. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our Lord’s church and His ministries!  



6  

Senior Food Box Distribution 
Good Shepherd is a distribution site for monthly senior food 
boxes, a federal supplemental food program, locally 
administered by the York County Food Bank. Our 
distribution is open to members of Good Shepherd as well 
as non-members. 

Eligible recipients are able to receive a box monthly, 
consisting of bottled fruit juice, canned protein (such as 
chicken, chili, stew), canned vegetables/fruit, bag of dried 
beans or jar of peanut butter, hot or cold cereal, pasta, non-
fat dried milk (every other month), and 2-pound block of cheese. On some months, 
an additional box containing fresh produce, milk, and meat may be available. 

In order to qualify, a recipient must be 60 years or older, a resident of York County, 
and have a monthly income not greater than $1396 for one person, $1888 for 2 
people.  

If you, a friend, or a family member are interested in receiving a monthly food box 
and have not previously registered, please contact Dave Stetler at 717-578-3771. 
Pre-registration is important in ensuring that we have a sufficient number of boxes at 
our distribution.  

Distribution at Good Shepherd occurs the third Monday of each month, from 1:00 to 
1:30pm.  

 

St. John Compassion Center Donations 

We are now accepting donations of household items for the St. John Compassion 
Center. The bin is in the coat room.  

 

Weis and Giant Gift Cards Update 
Thank you to everyone who has purchased gift cards! Sales mid-July total $9,170, 
which yields $458.50 (since January 1, 2021) to the Building Fund. Cards are for 
sale each week. Marilyn von Schlichten is available to come in with gift cards after 
the early service if you call her to make arrangements.  

 

 . 
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Prayer Corner:  

A Friend Experiences Tragedy 
Recently we received news that a friend’s six year old 
grandson died a painful death that the doctors have no 
explanation for. As is my custom in cases of death, I     
immediately prayed that joyful memories of him would   
replace feelings of grief and that the family would be 
drawn closer to God through this experience. 

Pastor’s sermon and God’s word this Sunday 7/11/2021 
was about decisions and the many voices that speak to 
us on a daily basis both from God and the devil. I do not 
lay any claim to my prayers having any special effect on 
God but that God knew what our friends needed even  
before I asked, as an online posting they made Monday 
night witnesses to: 

“In the face of death there was no one to blame, no sign, 
no certainty, no cure in sight, and no telling what God had in mind. I was alone with 
God, holy in his determined, unpredictable will. 
These days were filled with the peculiar and strangling frenzy of waiting. I cried a 
lot, questioned a lot, felt lost, slept little, and beyond all of that, God began to touch 
me deeply. 
I started being honest, dreadfully honest. I didn’t like the idea of death. Death is, for 
me, the great intruder. I was angry with God that he would ask me even to consider 
it. I had questions for which I didn’t think God had the answers, or if he did, he was-
n’t willing to share them with me. And when I asked those questions, a surprising 
thing happened: what was meant as confrontation became release. 
Far from resenting my questions, God welcomed them. He comprehended my pain 
and translated my helplessness into certain strength. I don’t know much about such 
grace. God gave no answers then, just His presence. Just that. And His grace was 
sufficient.” 
Deforia Lane 
 
There are many prayer thoughts in Deforia Lane’s passage and I thank God for our 
friend’s sharing it. 

May God grant to all of us His grace in all things! 

Stephen Firlik 
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Elder’s Corner: 
 

FAITH, TRUST AND LOVE  

God brings us into this world so we can glorify Him by actions words and thoughts. 
When tempted, Adam and Eve chose to eat the fruit from the tree which God had 
instructed them to not eat. This resulted in them being banned from the garden for going 
against the will of God. How often have we gone against the will of God because we 
wanted it our way? 

We can see that with politics: our government cannot come together in agreeing how 
we should be governed. This could happen in a church if there is not trust in God. We 
often worry about how things should happen. Jesus in speaking to His disciples states 
in Luke 12:22-34: 

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, 
and the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap; they 
have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are 
than birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you 
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest? 

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes 
the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how 
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what 
you will eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such 
things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek His kingdom, and these 
things will be given to you as well. 

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes 
near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

1 Corinthians 13:3-8 

3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, 

but do not have love, I gain nothing. 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.8 Love never fails.  

Proverbs 3:5-7 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;6 in all 
your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.  

  

As we worship and glorify God, let us set aside our differences or worry about 
connecting within the congregation. Let us have the faith and trust to love those sitting 
next to us and cover those needing prayer. Remember: 

  

Philippians 1:21  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 

  

Submitted by Bob Hahn 
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Lots of good food! 

We sang Happy Birthday to Roy! 

A Fun Picnic & 
Pool Party 

  

Pastor Skip opens with Prayer 

  

  

New friendships are formed 
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Date In Person 

9:00am 

Car YouTube In Person 

11:00am 

Car YouTube 

July 4 39 0 16 59 4 23 

July 11 50 2 unavailable 49 3 31 

July 18 33 0 25 68 4 23 

July 25 43 1 14 55 5 15 

Sunday Attendance 

RECONNECT WITH SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The multi- age class has been learning many things since Sunday School 
opened in June.  
 
The first unit of study was The M&M Gospel. The students learned that M&Ms 
are marked with an “M”. We are marked with the sign of the cross at our 
baptism. M&Ms are filled with chocolate. We are filled with God’s love. M&Ms 
are made to be shared. We are made to share the Good News of Jesus. The 
students also learned what the colors of M&Ms stand for as well as how to 
turn their candy around so that the M can be other letters and even a number. 
Each letter and number helped us learn more about Jesus.  
 
Our second unit of study was The Pledge to the Christian Flag and The Pledge to the Bible.  
 
Now the students are learning more about the Bible by focusing on the books of the New 
Testament. Learning a song, playing a memory game, and making a chain of the New Testament 
books has helped us learn and grow in our knowledge of these. 
 
Sunday School offers 4 classes right now: Nursery/Kindergarten, Multi-Age, Adult I, and Adult II. We 
would love to have you “RECONNECT” with us! Hope to see you soon! 
 
 

COMMUNION CHANGES COMING! 

We’re changing our communion distribution to be more like pre-Covid where worshipers will come 
up to the altar area to receive the Lord’s Supper. The following precautions will be taken: 
 

- Pastor & communion assistants (Elders) will wear plastic gloves. 

- Individual cups will be spaced out in the trays. 

- The chalice will also be offered. 

- Communion for those worshiping from your cars will remain the same. 

The tentative start date will be in September. Please let Pastor Skip know of 
any concerns you may have with this plan so we can address your need in advance.  
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     August Birthdays             
 1—Josiah Neenan 
 3—Evelyn Kessler 
 4—Eric Shelton 
 6– Adaline Krolus 
 7—Grace Shelton 
 8—John Yarnell, Kirsten Robbins 
 9—Charlie Carr 
 11—John Denny 
 15—Will Candisky 
 16—Delores Rehmeyer 
 18—Brad Kostelich, Chad Street, Sharon Young 
 22—Donna Siple 
 23—Stephanie Bowman 
 24—Doris Ruesskamp, Pete Schaefer 
 25—Matt Raftery 
 29—Perley Allen 
 30—Donna Toomey 

  
  
 Anniversaries 
 3—Perley & Jeanette Allen 
 8—John & Suzanne Brockley 
 11—Steve & Sharon Young 
 21—Dave & Debbie Eicholtz 

Homebound Members 
Stay in touch with those who cannot worship with us on a regular basis. Send them 

a card or give them a call! Phone numbers can be found in the directory. 

Sonya Alwine 
2508 Pin Oak Dr. 
York, PA 17406 
 

Aileen Bartels 
Manor Care #15B 
100 Abbeyville Rd. 
Lancaster, PA 17603  
 

Tina Bell 
1641 Virginia Ave. 
Dover, PA 17315 
 

Will & Chris Candisky 
1673 Westgate Dr. Unit 103 
York, PA 17408 
 

Bob Eckert 
Crest Manor  
6745 Pittsford-Palmyra Rd. 
Fairport, NY 14450 

Denise Eckert 
SpiriTrust Lutheran  
Room 207B 
1801 Folkemer Circle 
York, PA 17404 
 

Renie Fry 
66 Oak Ridge Dr. 
York, PA 17402 
 

Glenn Himes 
2940 Candlelight Dr. 
York, PA 17402 
 

Helen Rieck 
1900 Trolley Rd. Apt.317 
York, PA 17408     

 

Doris Ruesskamp 
898 Taxville Rd. 
York, PA 17408 
 

Sally Thomas 
501 S. Pine St. 
Red Lion, PA 17356 
 
 

Joanne Reese 
200 N. Duke St. Apt. 512 
York, PA 17401 
 

Sharon Warnecke 
Providence Place 
3377 Fox Run Rd #603 
Dover, PA 17315 



12  

Pastor Skip Sermon Excerpts: July 4, 2021 

Sermon Title: “Taking a Risk for Freedom” John 8:31-
36 

Readings: Ezek 2:1-5; Cor 12:1-10; John 8:31-36 

Full Sermon on our YouTube Channel 
 

 

Jesus talks about freedom in our Gospel reading today:   

 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If 
you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you 
free.” John 8:31-32 

 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham 
and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that 
you say, ‘You will become free’?” John 8:33 

Jesus’ listeners thought they were free. Jesus however 
informs them that they are slaves in a spiritual sense – 
slaves to sin. 

 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to 
you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The 
slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 
remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will 
be free indeed.” John 8:34-35 

Jesus is teaching those who say they believe in Him that 
believing means ‘abiding in His Word’ – accepting all of 
His teachings and living by them. We live in a free nation 
that’s free to reject Jesus and His teachings. Even 
Christians – maybe we like to pick and choose which of 
Jesus’ teachings we want to follow and those we don’t.  

Jesus came into this world to set you free. He took great 
personal risk and taught a message that was unpopular to 
many.  

Jesus took great personal risk by going to the cross – to be 
the Son who set you free. He died for you out of His love 
for you and now you are free to follow Him and His 
teachings and abide in His Word. 

Jesus came on a mission to save you and me from our 
sins. He wanted you to have a brighter future as His 
forgiven children – ultimately a brighter future for eternity 
with Him.  

Jesus knew the price He had to pay and you were worth it. 
You, dear children of God, were worth dying for.  

Now that we’ve been set free by Jesus and what He did for 
us on the cross – as we come to Jesus to find our rest – we 
abide in His Word and in His teaching.  

But there’s a price to pay for us as well. Jesus says that His 
followers have a price to pay by being set free from their 
sins – that we’re called to take up our cross and follow 
Him. 

That cross may very well be the risk you take for 
speaking up for Jesus in a nation that wants to silence 
Him. That cross may be doing the right thing when you 
know it’s easier to follow the crowd and avoid potential 
conflict. 

Yes we’re blessed that we live in a free nation. I used to 
think that we were free to proclaim the Word of God 
without fear of retribution but in our current political 
climate, I don’t think that’s the case anymore. People in 
various vocations are shamed and mocked and removed 
from their jobs for speaking up and for sharing the 
teachings of Jesus.  

You may remember the school teacher in Virginia who 
was recently suspended because he wouldn’t refer to 
transgender students by their preferred pronouns. An 
LCMS Air Force chaplain claims he was removed from his 
position for preaching God’s Word against sexual sin 
because a lesbian trainee filed a grievance against him. He 
claims that he preached against all sex outside of marriage 
– both heterosexual and homosexual.   

The freedom to reject God’s Word goes back to the days 
of God’s prophet Ezekiel where God says, “Son of man, I 
send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who 
have rebelled against me. They and their fathers have 
transgressed against me to this very day.”  Ez2:3 

Jesus came and declared war on the ways of the world and 
against the power of sin. His battle was to set free those 
who’d been enslaved by sin, including you and me. He 
was an army of One against a sinful world and He fought 
the battle on the cross – all alone – bearing the burden of 
all of our sins. The difference was what was in His heart – 
His love for you and me and all sinners. 3 days later on 
Easter morning, Jesus was alive and His resurrection 
declared His victory. Freedom is yours because the Son 
has set you free! 

We celebrate the freedom of our nation but even more 
importantly we celebrate the Savior who set us free 
from our bondage to sin. May we always abide in His 
Word, hold to His teachings and celebrate our dependence 
on Him. Amen  

 

 

Moment of Reflection:  

How did the message apply to your life?  

What might you do differently or how might you think 
differently after hearing the sermon? 
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Have you made many decisions already today? I know it’s 
still pretty early in the day but think about some decisions 
you’ve made. Some of the decisions you make are ‘no big 
deal.’ Sometimes however we make decisions – spiritual 
decisions – that are a big deal. You’ve probably seen a 
graphic that looks something like 
this:  

You sometimes hear me say that 
as Christians there are a number 
of competing voices that look to 
get our attention. Here you’ve got 
the devil on one side and an angel 
on the other side.  

The devil wants you to do things opposite of what God 
wants.  

The devil doesn’t want you to be here hearing the Word 
of God. 

The devil wants you to be out having bacon and pancakes 
or daydreaming while you’re here.  

The devil is all about destroying your relationship with 
God – he’s all about unbelief.  

He wants to entice us and lure us away from Jesus.  

He wants you to believe that you aren’t worth all that 
much.  

He wants you to see yourself as useless or a failure.  

He wants you to be depressed.  

He wants to whisper words in your ear that your sinful 
self wants to hear.  

The devil wants to separate us from our gracious God.   

The devil wants to prevent sinners (us) from hearing 
God’s Word. 

 He wants you to be too busy to hear God’s Word and he 
wants to prevent you from really listening to what God 
wants to tell you.  

One way the devil works is to silence those who proclaim 
God’s Word. This is nothing new. 

 The devil looks to prevent sinners from hearing the 
life-giving Word of God. The devil likes to speak a 
word that sinners are eager to hear, “Keep doing what 

you’re doing. How bad could it be?” 

 A way to silence God’s Word is to silence His 
messengers.  

 

But God’s Word will not be silenced! 

On the other hand – on the other shoulder – picture 
the Holy Spirit rather than the angel.  

 The Holy Spirit wants to grow the faith He’s given 
you.  

 He wants you to grow closer to Jesus and to rest in His 
love and care for you.  

 He wants you to become a stronger and more mature 
Christian.  

 He wants you to have joy in your heart knowing that 
you’re loved by God unconditionally and forgiven.   

 In God’s Word we see the devil’s work in our own 
sinfulness and in the sin of the world.  

 In God’s Word we also see God’s grace and the 
forgiveness Jesus won for us on the cross.  

 As God’s children we live in the tension/struggle to 
make godly choices when the voices  

Our church body, the LCMS, proclaims the Word of 
God.  

 Sadly, many other Christian denominations are telling 
people ‘what they want to hear’ rather than speaking 
the Word that God wants them to hear.  

 God’s message isn’t a popular message to many. We 
speak up and say how God values life – from the baby 
in the womb to the most elderly and frail. 

 Yet the voice of our nation often speaks louder. We 
speak up and say that marriage is between a man and a 
woman – as God speaks – yet the voice of our nation 
is speaking louder.  

 The message we’re called to proclaim isn’t popular. It 
wasn’t popular back in the year 760 BC and still isn’t 
now and yet God calls us – all of us – to speak His 
Word of Truth among people who don’t just want to 
plug their ears and ignore it, but rather want to silence 
the messengers of God.  

 Christians are accused of being ‘haters’ as they 
proclaim the Word of God. 

 God is the One being rejected as His voice is heard. 
Yet God wants His voice to be heard loud and clear so 
that sinners confess their sin and repent and change 
their lawless and sinful ways.   

God made us – He ‘constructed’ us – to follow His good 
ways. Jesus measured up. Jesus in His mercy bore the 
weight of our sins on a cross to ‘make us straight’ (right) 
with God. We have good news to proclaim – good news of 
a merciful Savior who loves us and forgives us and who 
died for us, so that we would live forever.  Jesus is good 
enough and Jesus’ voice tells you, “I love you. I forgive 
you. You are of great value to me. So much so that you 
were worth dying for.” Listen to His life-giving voice 
and don’t just listen but speak that good news that God 
gives you to speak. Amen.  

Pastor Skip Sermon Excerpts:  

July 11, 2021 

Sermon Title: “Voices and Choices”  

Amos 7:7-15 Readings: Amos 7:7-15; Eph 1:3-
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Pastor Skip Sermon Excerpts: July 18, 2021 

Sermon Title: “Outnumbered” Mark 6:30-44 & 2Kings 
6:817 

Full Sermon on our YouTube Channel 
 

Do you take time to count your blessings? If you’re like me I tend 
to spend more time on things I need to do or problems I’ve got to 
deal with rather than spending time counting my blessings. Don’t 
get me wrong, I’m very blessed. One of the blessings we have this 
weekend is that our son Dan is here with his fiancée Lauren.  

In our Gospel reading today Jesus’ disciples had a big problem. 
Jesus had just sent them out 2 by 2 to proclaim the good news of 
Jesus and so that sinners would repent of their sins. They were 
given power to heal the sick. They return to Jesus and share with 
one another how their mission went.  

Jesus tells them “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and 
rest a while.”  

 The first big problem Jesus’ disciples encounter is that people 
from shore spotted them in the boat and ran to meet them at the 
beach 

 The next big problem is that while Jesus continues to teach 
them many things, the disciples realize it’s getting late and 
there’s no food for everyone. “Jesus, let them go get some 
dinner.”  

Jesus, however, has another solution. He tells His disciples, “You 
give them something to eat!”  

 Jesus asks, “How many loaves do you have?” 5 loaves and 2 
fish. This sounds like a big problem, don’t you think?   

 

Notice who has the problem. His disciples are the ones who 
brought it up. Note that Jesus isn’t the one with the problem.  The 
disciples perceive a problem. The 5000+ people may have had a 
problem that they were getting hungry. 
 

Who do you turn to when you have a problem?  

 Often I think we tend to turn to ourselves. Maybe your spouse 
or family member or a friend. Sometimes we may include Jesus 
in the mix especially when we can’t solve our problems on our 
own – so we start praying. That’s not how Jesus wants it to be 
– He doesn’t want us to ‘use Him’ as our last resort.  

 Jesus in His teachings promises to provide what we need.  
 

Have you had one of those days when you wonder how you’re 
going to get thru it?  

 You may strategize and come up with a plan but your problems 
seem to outnumber any possible solutions.  

 At what point do you turn to Jesus?  

 At what point do you count your blessings?  
 

One of the reasons God gathers us together here is to ‘feed’ us 
and remind us of His promises and His promised blessings.  

 Jesus has promised you the forgiveness of every one of your 
sins.  

 Your risen Savior has promised to be with you always.  

 He’s promised you an eternity in heaven where there won’t be 
any sin/problems.  

 

 

 

 

But do we live like we trust those promises? 

 Or do we instead worry and live in fear of what might be and 
imagine all of the worst possible outcomes?  

 Do we see only the physical/earthly reality of our situation and 
somehow forget that Jesus is in the picture?   

 

Because of our faith, because we believe in what God has 
promised, God’s children (us) have a different perspective on 
things.  

 We don’t just see what’s visible. We don’t just see our 
problems. 

  Instead we see the love and compassion of a Savior who 
personally loves you and cares for you and we count that as a 
wonderful blessing as we face our problems because we don’t 
face them alone. 

 

Because Jesus is for us, it doesn’t matter how many might be 
against us. The apostle Paul puts it this way in Romans 8, “If God is 
for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son 
but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously 
give us all things?” 
 

Jesus was outnumbered by a world full of sinners when He went 
to the cross for you and for me. His disciples had a big problem 
because their teacher/leader was dead – that was their reality. But 
they came to see that their problem had a happy ending when they 
saw Jesus alive and that Jesus had even defeated the enemy of death 
and the grave on that first Easter morning.  

The disciples and the 5000 had a happy ending when Jesus 
somehow fed the great crowd with a Happy Meal that started with 5 
loaves and 2 fish.  
 

You’ve been promised a happy ending too but the thing is, you 
don’t have to wait for your eternity in heaven to enjoy it.  

 We have God’s promise to love us and care for us now and also 
for forever. As His forgiven and precious child you are so 
blessed! 

  As His forgiven and precious child you’re called to live like 
you believe that! 

 See beyond the reality of your problems and see God at work 
as you deal with those problems, trusting that He’s going to get 
you thru them.  

 Count yourself blessed that He is with you as He’s promised.  
 

Instead of focusing solely on your problems,  

 Focus on the One whose grace outnumbers all of them. 
Whatever is true – Jesus is that Truth – our reality.  

 He is honorable and just and pure.  

 What He did for us on the cross is lovely and commendable 
and excellent.  

 He is the One worthy of praise.  

 Instead of dwelling on your problems, think about ‘these 
things’ – that Jesus is your solution. Philippians 4:8 

 

Open our eyes, Lord, so that we can see & trust in You as the 
solution to all of our problems. Amen  
 

Moment of Reflection: How did the message apply to your life?  
What might you do differently or how might you think differently 

after hearing the sermon? 
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Pastor Skip Sermon Excerpts: July 25, 2021 

Sermon Title: “A Sign of Grace”   

Readings: Genesis 9:8-17; Eph 3:14-21; Mark 

6:45-56 

Full Sermon on YouTube Channel 

 

It started raining. It rained some more. It kept coming and coming. 

“...all the fountains of the great deep 

burst forth and the windows of the 
heavens were opened. And rain fell 

upon the earth 40 days and 40 nights.”  

 

Noah, his wife and their 3 sons and 
their wives were safely in the ark as 

the waters rose, as were the animals 

that God commanded Noah to bring on 

the ark. He [God] blotted out every 
living thing...man and animals...They were blotted out from the 

earth...and the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.” The waters 

then began to subside and then a little over a year after the rain had 

started the ground was finally dry and Noah and his family and the 
animals left the ark. It had been quite a journey! 

 

This is the setting for our reading from Genesis this morning. Can 

you imagine being on a boat for over a year? Noah and his family 

are now the only 8 people on earth!  

 

 What do you think of when you see a rainbow?  

 God’s promises from our reading from Genesis after the flood.  

 The sun shining after or during a rainstorm 

 LGBTQ pride flag 

 Leprechauns hiding their pots of gold at the end of a rainbow 

 Lucky Charms – one of the marshmallow shapes is a rainbow.  

 

We may think about different things when we see a rainbow. 
Because of what the rainbow symbol has become I thought about 
not preaching on this reading. When we visited colleges with our 
son Michael we sometimes would see a rainbow pride flag flying in 
front of an administration building. Just a few months ago Secretary 
of State Blinken authorized U.S. embassies around the world to fly 
the rainbow pride flag on the same flag pole as the American flag. 
But if I didn’t preach about the rainbow from the Book of Genesis, 
we’d be missing out on something special – a special promise from 
our gracious God.  

 

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living 
creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my 
bow in the cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. Genesis 9:12-13  

 

When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you 
and every living creature of all flesh.  

 

And the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all 
flesh.” Genesis 9:14-15 

 

What  used to be a sign of God’s grace and a sign of God’s love 
and a sign of God’s promise has turned into something much 
different in our culture – a sign of rebellion against a loving God 
and His good ways.  

 

I doubt that a Christian flag or the rainbow from Genesis would 
be authorized to be flown at our embassies in support of the good 
news that we have in Jesus. I think it would be equally unlikely to 
see a symbol of Christianity publicly displayed on a college 
campus. 

 

Think of what had just happened before God 
showed Noah that rainbow. The sinful world was 
judged. God decided to do a do-over, to start over 
again with Noah and his family as He’d started 
with Adam and Eve at creation. God showed that 
rainbow to Noah and gave His promise to never 
again send another flood to wipe out all of sinful 
humanity.  

 

Instead of another flood, because of the promise God gave with 
that rainbow, God sent His only Son Jesus to suffer and die in our 
place. Sin was punished – your sins and mine - and Jesus took the 
judgment that we deserved. We now live in His grace in the shadow 
of the cross.  

 

The rainbow is good news to the world. It’s a sign of God’s 
gracious covenant with us. The rainbow needs light in order to be a 
rainbow.  

 

After the flood God showed Noah a beautiful rainbow and gave 
him His promise of grace. God uses light and water to make 
beautiful promises to you too. God sent His promised Son Jesus – 
the Light of the world – into this world of darkness in order to save 
you. God used the water droplets of baptism and combined them 
with His Word of promise to claim you as His own.  

 

When you see a rainbow in the sky how many of you tell 
someone else? I do. Instead of just thinking how beautiful that 
rainbow is, think about the promise that God made to sinful 
humanity. He’s not going to destroy us as he ought to – as we 
deserve. Instead He’s chosen another way – a way of grace thru His 
Son – the Light of the world – suffering for the sins of the world on 
a shameful cross. Thru Jesus and His cross, you’ve been made new.  

 

I want to close with these words of praise from the apostle Paul 
from our Epistle reading: Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at 
work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, forever and ever. Ephesians 3:20-21 
Amen 

 

Moment of Reflection –  

Think about how God is forming you as His baptized child to live 
your new life for Him.  
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Prayer List 
All persecuted Christians 
All in schools 
Aunt B – George Adams’ aunt 
Viki Acri-Norma Orsie’s cousin 
Colin, Cindy & Lillie Adams 
George & Michele Adams 
Josh Allen-Perley’s nephew 
Perley Allen 
Sonya Alwine 
Robbie Bacon 
Ruth Bauer-Perley’s sister 
Aileen Bartels 
Rachel Bartels-Aileen’s granddaughter 
Bob Behler-Sally Thomas’ friend 
Tina & Warren Bell 
Darlene Bentzel 
Stephanie & Gaby Bigelow-Tina Bell’s daughter & 
granddaughter 
Mary Ann Bleiler-Nizinski’s friend 
Tammy Bosley-Tom Shearer’s daughter 
Jayde Boyer-Lola’s granddaughter 
Barb Brickner-Gloria Bose’s sister 
Nena Brown-Clare’s mom & Norma’s sister 
Nathan Burke-Romania Without Orphans missionary 
Gary Cable 
Bev Card 
Charlie & Helga Carr 
Pastor Curt Cizek 
Ginny Costabile 
Bryan Deel 
Jackie & Reese Degenhardt-Jo Reese’s daughter & 
grandson 
Bill & Dona Dellinger 
Mark Downs-Joyce G’s friend 
Marge Driskell-Pastor Jim’s wife 
Bob & Denise Eckert 
Dave Eicholtz 
Sylvia Einsig-Pauline’s friend 
Gary Fissel 
Amy Fox 
Jack Freistat-Sally Bacon’s dad 
Renie Fry 
Morgan Gibbs-Sally Thomas’ granddaughter 
Sylvia Gibson-Cables’ friend 
August Gilleland-Goodlings’ baby grandson 
Jack & Donnalene Gingerich 
Dan & Todd Gladfelter-Joyce’s sons 
Jacob Gladfelter-Joyce’s grandson 
Debbie Gohn-Sharon Warnecke’s sister 
Howard & Viola Gromling-Joy Williams’ friends 
Ralph Guido-Joan Thomson’s friend 
Bob Hahn 
Mary Heindel-Joyce G’s sister 
Glenn Himes 
Philip Knisely 
Diane Imler 
David & Sharon Irwin-Lola’s sister 
Harriet Jenkins-Ginny Costabile’s sister 
Lauren Lavine-Tina Bell’s daughter 

Linda Levine-pastor’s aunt 
Bonnie Lease-Joyce G’s niece 
Paulette Lebo-Joyce G’s friend 
T.J. Lingafelt 
Kelly & Geoff Lyman-Joseph’s daughter & son-in-law 
Kaylee McCafferty-George Adams friend 
Julia McCourt-Marilyn von Schlichten’s friend 
Kathy Miracle-Joyce G’s friend 
Eric Moore-Nizinski’s nephew 
Bridgette Morris-Toomey’s daughter 
Levi Netz-Bacon’s friend 
Norma Orsie 
Paige & her family-5 yrs old 
Flo Parlett-Jeanette Allen’s mom 
Leslie Pasch-Adams’ friend 
Sandi Peiffer 
Shawn Peters 
Kate Phillips-missionary Dominican Republic 
Jon Reed-friend of George Adams 
Elizabeth Reese-Adams’ friend 
Delores Rehmeyer 
Ken (KB) Rieck-Louann Stetler’s brother 
Helen Rieck-Louann Stetler’s mom 
Claude Rohrbaugh 
Pete Schaefer 
Chris Schraeder-Joyce G’s friend 
Tom Shearer 
Greg Seiffert-Shonna’s brother 
Donna Siple 
Bill Smith 
Claude Stabley 
Cory Strausbaugh-Lola’s grandson 
Mason Strausbaugh-Lola’s grandson(military) 
Kirk Summers-Joy Williams’ cousin 
Bruce Sweitzer-Lynda Weidner’s dad Jerry Thomas-
Nizinski’s friend 
Gloria Thomas 
Sally Thomas 
Beth Ann Thompson-Sonya Alwine’s daughter 
Drew Thompson-adopted seminarian 
Joe & Donna Toomey 
Bob & Judy Viands 
Shelley Walton-Clare Neenan’s friend 
Sharon & Brian Warnecke 
Heiddy Webster-George Adams’ mom 
Ella Weisbord-Knisely’s granddaughter 
Michael Weisenburger-Nizinski’s friend 
Karen, Anna & Helmut Wirschal 
Darlene Wilhelm 
Candy Wise-Jeanette Allen’s sister-in-law 
Mike Wolf-Joyce G’s niece’s husband 
George Yovich 
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2121 Roosevelt Ave. 

York, PA 17408 

We’re on the web! 
gsyork.wix.com/
goodshepherdlutheran  

facebook.com/
goodshepherdlutheranyork 

Phone: 717-764-4746 

E-mail: gs_york@verizon.net 
 

Sunday Worship: 

In-person, Drive-in, or Livestream 
 

9:00 Contemporary 

11:00 Traditional 
 

Follow the Good Shepherd with us! 

G O O D  S H E P H E R D  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  


