A Note from Our Pastor

GOOD SHEPHERD
LUTHERAN CHURCH

NOVEMBER 2025

A famous monastery had fallen on hard times. For-
merly its many buildings had been filled with young
monks and its big church resounded with singing,
but was now nearly deserted. A handful of old
monks shuffled through the cloisters and praised
and prayed with heavy hearts. Beyond the walls of
this monastery, a Rabbi built a hut in the woods to
pray and fast. Though no one spoke to him, the
monks felt sustained by his prayerful presence, and
the word would be passed when he appeared, “The
rabbi walks in the woods.”

One day, the abbot decided to visit the rabbi and
open his heart to him. He was welcomed
at the door with open arms. Inside was a
plain wooden table with the scriptures
open. They sat silently in the presence of
the book until the rabbi began to cry, fol-
lowed by the abbot. After the tears had
ceased and all was quiet, the rabbi said,
“You and your brothers are serving God
with heavy hearts. You have come to ask a
teaching of me. I will give you a teaching
but you can only repeat it once. After
that, no one must say it aloud again.”
Then the rabbi looked at the abbot and said, “The
Messiah is among you.” The abbot left without a
word and without looking back.

The next morning he called his monks together and

told them he had received a teaching from ‘the rab-

bi who walks in the woods’ and this was never to be

spoken again. He said “The Rabbi said that one of us
is the messiah.”

The monks were startled by this teaching, but no
one ever mentioned it again. As time went by, they
began to treat each other with a very special rever-
ence. Visitors were deeply touched by their lives.

The presence of Christ
in our lives should
make all the difference

in how we live and
relate to others.

People came from far and wide to be nourished by
the prayer life of the monks, and young men asked
about becoming part of this community. The rabbi
no longer walked in the woods, but the monks who
had taken his teaching to heart were still sustained
by a prayerful presence.

This story, “The Gift of the Rabbi,” (shared by Rob-
ert Strand in his book, Moments for Pastors. New
Leaf Publishers ©1997) touches on a very simple,
yet powerful lesson: The presence of Christ
(Messiah) in our lives should make all the differ-
ence in the way we live and relate to others. When
the monks became disheartened by what
had happened, they lost sight of their
purpose as defined by Jesus himself: “As
I have loved you, so you must love one an-
other.” (John 13:34). The rabbi’s words
redirected them to that purpose.

Another way you might consider this is
with a question: “How many people are
there in the world?” While you can use
an online search engine or run the ques-
tion through Artificial Intelligence (Al)

to get an answer about the global popu-
lation, the simple yet more important answer is
this—There are only two people in the world: You
and Jesus. Do you see the face of Christ in every
person you encounter? Do you realize that God has
given you an opportunity to treat them with a very
special reverence and to love them as He has loved
you?

This lesson came clear to me several years ago,
when Christine invited me to a workshop at Roch-
ester Institute of Technology. The presenter
shared a powerful training video created by Dan
Cathy, President and CEO of Chick-fil-A. In less



than three minutes, “Every Life has a Story” gives you in spirit” or “I'll always be in your heart;” no,
a brief glimpse into the lives of 10 customers and Jesus said [-AM-WITH-YOU. We have known the
employees. With no spoken words, a simple sen- loving presence of God in Jesus the Messiah. In
tence or two reveals the Ok the midst of our heartaches and joys, we gather in
unspoken heartache or : g;‘;:’e‘:gft’;yvfl):v’"v e worship to interact with others and experience
joy each person carries e | video on YouTube His forgiveness and celebrate God’s promise of
with them. Interaction eternal life. Why? So we can share those same
is an opportunity. Jesus himself reminded us that blessings in our interactions with others.
when we act in loving kindness toward others,

In this month where we’re intentional about giv-

whatever we do for them, we’re doing for him. ing thanks. Thank God for our Good Shepherd
The presence of the Messiah had an effect on the and His gifts of forgiveness and salvation. Thank
monks, changing their every interaction, and it God for the challenge of seeing the face of Jesus in

made all the difference, not only for them but for every person. And thank God for the privilege of
those who watched them. Jesus told His disciples, making Him known in every personal interaction.
“I am with you always.” He didn’t say “I am with

Luke 11:17-19 recounts the story of Jesus and the Ten
Lepers. While familiar to many, perhaps we miss the sig-
nificance of this lesson, which is often summarized as “Be
Thankful” or “Give Thanks.” Rather, what is it about this
encounter with Jesus that gives a reason? Join us for a
special service as we take a deeper look at what Jesus has
done.

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
Wednesday November 26th
7:00 pm.

STEWARDSHIP REMINDER: Our 2026 Thanks-Giving Sunday is scheduled for Sun. Nov. 16, at
both services. Look for a letter from the Stewardship team and also read the bulletins for infor-
mation and reminders.

VOICES CONFERENCE: Voices is an annual, day-long retreat for women survivors of domestic
abuse. In addition to a keynote speaker, a variety of short sessions will cover how oppression
touches our children and finding hope in difficult places. This is held at Providence Presbyteri-
an Church on Sat. Nov. 8. Go to yorkpca.org/voices-conference for more info and to reserve. In
addition, Providence will also hold a program entitled “Buiding Sensitivity to Survivors of Do-
mestic Abuse” on Fri. Nov. 7 from 6:30-8:00. Anyone is welcome to attend and no reservations
are needed for the Friday event.



Stewardhip—Gift of People by Kathy Mokris

Christian Stewardship continually teaches that we should be good stewards of the gifts giv-
en to us. We normally think of these gifts in three ways: 1) Our treasures (our money and
stuff); 2) Our talents (our abilities and special skills); 3) Our time.

Recently, our Sunday epistle readings have been from Paul’s letters to Timothy. Paul writes
these letters to instruct and encourage Timothy to be a faithful pastor and to tell Timothy to
pray for and care for his fellow Christians. In many of his other writings, Paul tells fellow
believers how he’s praying for them and how he’s encouraged by their faith. He also wants
to encourage them in their faith.

Based on Paul’s writings, we can easily see that God has “gifted” us the church and He’s
“gifted” us one another, and that these Christian relationships are in fact “gifts” that we can
steward. And our Lord Jesus says:

A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you al-
so are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another. John 13:34-35

Some of the obvious ways we can love and encourage one another are:

* Get to know other church members. Find out their names and their stories. Even if
you’'ve been at Good Shepherd for years, it's never too late to introduce yourself to
the person who sits near you, and for you to encourage that person and be encour-
aged by him/her.

* Pray for fellow church members and their needs. First, check the bulletin for those
who need prayer. Second, as you talk to people and are aware of their needs, add
them to your prayers.

* Celebrate or just congratulate one another on life events: birthdays, graduations,
births, weddings, etc.

* Finally, imitate Paul and thank the Lord for those church members and other Chris-
tians who are an encouragement to you. Be like Paul and keep a list of those people,
and add to it!

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since we
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints.
Colossians 1:3-4



Definitions—Fellowship by Perley Allen

We often hear the word ‘fellowship’ used in Christian circles, usually in the sense of get togeth-
ers, and activities where we can get to know fellow believers. We even have a Fellowship Com-
mittee here at Good Shepherd. In the general sense, fellowship expresses itself in friendship, in
sharing and in caring for one another. Man is a social creature who needs and desires to be with
others. For Christians though, fellowship goes beyond just friendship, activities and the such.
There are biblical reasons for fellowship and even a biblical definition.

The Greek word for ‘fellowship’ is kowvwvia (koinonia) and is used 19 times in the New Testa-
ment. Our English Bibles use various words to translate this: ‘communion’ (which comes from
the Latin for communis), ‘participation’ and ‘sharing’ are some examples, along with
‘fellowship’. The Greek word xowwvia points to what we have in common. Some examples are
found in the following:

1 Corinthians 1:9 - God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of His Son Jesus
Christ our Lord.

Philippians 1:5 - I thank my God upon every remembrance of you . .. for your fellowship in the
gospel from the first day until now. . ..

1 John 1:3 - That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fel-
lowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

In the above passages, fellowship speaks of a special sharing that we have, first with God, and
then with other believers. An intimate friendship or union is seen here, but how are we to ex-
press that in our lives? With God, this fellowship or communion is realized in worship. Worship
in our gathering together on the Lord’s Day is definitely a major part of this, but it also involves
a personal and active devotion on a daily basis. It is seen in our prayer and in our meditation
upon God’s Word. It is also evident in our words and behavior; a life of praise and thanksgiving,
as well as sharing God’s blessings with others. Fellowship with God is our daily walk with Him,
of setting our minds on things above where Christ is seated (Colossians 3:1).

Fellowship with other Christians can be illustrated by a triangle: God is the point on the top, we
and other Christians are represented in the lower points. What unites us laterally is our unity
with God. Therefore, the center of Christian fellowship should be the worship of our God, and I
might add, our participation in the Eucharist (AKA: The Lord’s Supper). Note the words used by
St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:16,17 - The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion
(kowvwvia) of the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it not the communion (kotvwvia)
of the body of Christ? For we being many are one bread, and one body; for we are all partakers of
that one bread. Some Bibles render ‘communion’ in these verses as ‘sharing’ or ‘participation’;
both further convey the character and depth of true fellowship.

True fellowship also has other implications, as we learn from Hebrews 10:24,25 - Let us stimu-
late one another to love and good deeds, not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the hab-
it of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the day drawing near (NASB).
Here the goal of our fellowship is the building up of one another in our faith, love and ser-
vice unto our God.



Church Photo Directory

Thanks to all who have scheduled their photo
appointment for the Good Shepherd directory. The good
news is that we have added an additional day, Monday,
December 8" to the schedule. You have 3 options for
sittings; 1) you can schedule vyourself using the
instructions placed at the welcome center, 2) you can
schedule at Sunday worship services and 3) you can
contact Larry Kaetzel at 717-818-7708 or email:
likaetzel@gmail.com

Soup and Sandwich Sale
The Good Shepherd Fellowship Committee and LWML are
partnering in the sale of soup and ham and cheese
sandwiches. Soup varieties are; tomato basil, vegetable
beef and chicken noodle selling for $10 per quart. Ham
and cheese sandwiches on a pretzel are selling for $5
each. Pickup is on Thursday, November 13" from 4-7 p.m.
Please place your Pre-Order Only order on the sign-up
sheet in the narthex.

Cookies In A Jar Sale

The Good Shepherd Fellowship
Committee is selling cookies in a jar kit.
The available varieties are: Cowboy,
Chocolate and Winter Cranberry. The
price is $12 perjar. Pickup on Saturday,
Nov. 22" from 10-12 or Sunday, Now.
23nd at noon. Pre-order deadline is
Sunday, November 16%. Sign-up on the
table in the narthex. Look for a sample
cookie tasting at worship services in
November




Thank You for A Successful Oktoberfest Dinner Event
The October 10™ dinner was well attended and we served 112
meals. The Alpenlanders band was well received and we made
a profit of $1385 that will go toward installation of a new roof
for the church. Here are a few scenes from the event.
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LIVE NATIVITY
DECEMBER 7™ - 5-8 P.M.

Mark you calendars for this year’s
event. Sign-up sheets will be
available in November.
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CHRISTMAS BAZAAR: As many of you know, Good Shepherd's annual Christmas bazaar will
not be held this year. Good Shepherd will have a sale table at Wolf's Church (near Harvest of
Hope) on Sat. Nov. 29 from 8am - 2pm. Any donations will be greatly appreciated -- crafts, sew-
ing, crocheting, knitting, money. Volunteers are also needed for pricing, setup on Friday even-
ing, sales on the day of bazaar and breakdown on Saturday afternoon. A signup sheetis in the
narthex. For more information, please see Peggy King.

BELL FAMILY SERVICES: LWML will again be collecting hats, scarves and gloves from now
through the end of November. All items can be placed on the tree in the narthex. We will take
them to Bell Family Services beginning of December. Thank you for your continued support of
our ministry partners.

LWML Meeting Mon. Nov. 10 @ 6 pm. We are having a Cookie Exchange. So bring

10 doz. cookies (just kidding) actually 4 doz. and take home same from a friend. All ladies are
invited.

Poinsettias: LWML is again taking orders for Christmas Poinsettias this year. Plants are $12
for a 6.5" pot. Please use the Lucite box located at the Information Center to place your or-
ders. Deadline for orders is Nov. 23rd.

EAT WINGS. RAISE FUNDS.

On the day listed below, present this ticket to your server and Buffalo Witd Wings®™ will donate
10%* of your total bill (not including tax, gratuity or promotional discounts) to our organization.

Buffalo Wild Wings strives to supparl our community and the organizations and sports teams within it.
Together we can make a positive impact and help keep our community working and playing together.

w (Show this ticket 1o your server on the date & time fisted below.)

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN CHURCH LWML
November 9, 2025 = 11:00 AM - 11:00 PM
320 Town Center Dr. * York, PA e 7177678984
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Eat Wings, Raise Funds!

LWML is hosting a fundraiser on Sun. Nov. 9 all day at Buffalo Wild Wings, 320 Town Center
Dr., near Walmart. Enjoy lunch or dinner (or both!) at Buffalo Wild Wings, and 25% of your bill
will be donated to LWML. Thank you for your continued support!



MULTI-AGE SUNDAY SCHOOL
During the month of October, our Bible in Life series continued with these lessons:

1. “The Shake-Up” - Paul and Silas were in jail. God sent an earthquake and the prison doors
flew open. Everyone’s chains came loose. The jailer was about to kill himself because he
thought the prisoners escaped. However, Paul and Silas stopped him and said they were all
there. The jailer asked what he had to do to be saved? Paul and Silas told him and baptized him
as well as his whole family.

2. “Growing In The Faith” - Paul and Silas were teaching young Timothy to be a missionary. They
taught him about the Bible and the Savior, Jesus. Timothy grew stronger in his faith and even
though he was young, he set an example for other believers to follow.

3. “Who’s In Charge?” - The Pharisees were trying to trick Jesus. They had a question about re-
specting and obeying authorities. Their question was, “Is it right to pay the imperial tax to Cae-
sar or not?” Jesus answered that they must “...give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God
what is God’s.”

Each Sunday our time together starts with an activity to get us thinking about our lesson, then
we do our Bible study, and finally participate in a culminating activity tying everything together.
We continue to grow and live life the Jesus Way.
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November birthdays:

5—Kim Meyer
6—Felicia Rodrigo
8—]Jean Snook; Jenna Jones; Louann Stetler
16—Isabella Landis
18—Berkley Ettline
20—]Jennifer Jones
24—1]ulie Deel
28—Lynda Weidner
30—Al MoKris

November anniversaries:

4—Sandra & Philip Knisely
11—AGloria & Roy Bose
17—Kelly & Dave Blechertas
20—~Carol & Frank Altland

Don’t see your birthday or anniversary here? It means the office doesn’t have it; please call or
email Kelly to be added. (717-764-4746 or gs_york@verizon.net)

November Ushers:
Dave & Louann Stetler
November’s Local Mission Jon & Joy Williams
YWCA York
(ACCESS Domestic Violence Services)

November Acolyte:

Brysen Rodrigo
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Young at Heart
Wednesday, November 12, 11:30 am
Celebrate Our Careers

Some of us may have retired after working many years for the same employer, others after a va-
riety of work experiences. Some cared for home and children. Share with us a tale about your
job - something exciting, something humorous, something frustrating, something rewarding,
etc.

As usual, we will enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by Alesa and Rod. All senior citizens are wel-
come. Please sign up in the narthex.

LRI G WL

Women'’s Bible Study

Women's Bible Study will continue to meet every Thursday at 9:30am in the Adult Sunday
School Room.

c Through October 19, total sales are $20,305. The Build-
ing Fund received 5% ($1,015.25). Remember, gift
cards can make great gifts for the upcoming holidays!
Look for Marilyn von Schlichten or Tom Shearer in the
narthex each Sunday.
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LWML Annual Gift Card Fundraiser

Please consider supporting the LWML gift card fundraiser.
All monies raised support their mission work.
Gift cards are perfect for Christmas shopping or for your own use,
at your favorite stores and restaurants.
We're collecting orders through Nov. 9th and
gift cards will be distributed on November 23rd,
Please return your order forms, along with payment
to Alesa Joseph or Allyson Hoffmann
Checks should be made payable to LWML

(order forms attached to November Newsletter and available in the narthex)
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Family Order Form Created: 9/15/2025 8:25:54 PM

Customer #
Check # Order Date
Product wlary [Total Product %lary [Total Product %lary [Total
‘Ace Hardware $25.00 6% s Doming's $25.00 8% s Panera Bread $25.00 8% $
Amazon $100.00 1.5% $ DoorDash $25.00 4% § Petco $25.00 9% s
‘Amazon $25.00 1.5% s DSW $25.00 10.5% s PetSmart $25.00 6% s
American Eagle® 10% s Dunkin' $25.00 3.5% s Red Lobster $25.00 8% s
$25.00
o ooy - :éms'tglou Footwear 8% s Red Robin $25.00 8% s
Applebee's® $50.00 8% s Gap $100,00 14% s TS CAET YOOI 2o s
Arby's $25.00 8% s Gap $25.00 4% s Sephars $26.00 as% $
AutoZone $25.00 T s Hardee's $25.00 5% s Stieiz y20.00 e $
Banana Republic 14% s Home Depot® $10000 | 4% s flerrs: $25.09 o $
$100.00
Banana Republic 14% S EepoIR: #3500 iad $ s i .
$25.00 HomeGoods $100.00 5% s ‘Sgrso:(t’a Farmers Marke! 5% $
Barne 5. 8% -
st o $ HomeGoods §25.00 8% $ Starbucks $25.00 4.5% 5
Bath & Body Works 12%
$25.00 o ¢ IHOP $25,00 8% $ Subway Restaurants 6% $
$10.00
100.00 4%
et L ’ ey el i ' T4 Mavod Marshalis o% s
Best Westem Hotels & 10% $ J. Crew $25.00 13% s HomeGoods/ Slerra
Resorts $100.00 $100.00
Bob Evans 10% $ Jiffy Lube $30.00 8% S T.J.Maxx/ Marshalis/ 8% $
Restaurants® $25.00 Jimmy John's $25.00 a% s ;Ignggioodtl Sierra
Bonefish Grill $50.00 10%
Kentucky Fried Chicken | 6% s Taco Bell $25.00 5% s
sCoVS $25. 8% 5.00
Soscova e o : Target $100,00 2.6% s
T . :
$25.00 Kohl's $25.00 7% s G .50 AR $
Buffalo WIld Wings® a% 3 Texas Roadh 8%
$50.00 LongHom Steakhouse | 8% s e e '
100.00
Burger King §25.00 7% $ - The Home Depot® 4% $
LOHQHW Steakhousa 8% $ $25.00
Burlinglon $25.00 8% 5 $25.00
7 Tractor Supply 4.5% §
Carler's $25.00 10% $ Lowe's §100.00 4% $ Company $25,00
Marshalls $25.00 6% s Visa Gift Card - No 1.25% s
Chilis Grill & Bar $50.00]  10% $ o ivpisortiae N
Chipotie Mexican Grill 9% s McDonakd's $25.00 3% $ Visa Gift Card - No 1.25% $
$25.00 Noodies & Company 8% 3 Activation Fee $50.00
Cracker Barrel $25,00 8% $ $10.00 Walgreens $25,00 5% $
Crumbi $25.00 % 3 Narristeom $100.00 4% $ Wawa $25.00 2% s
CVS Pharmacy $25.00 7% s Okd Navy $100.00 4% $ Wayfair $100.00 6% $
Daliry Queen $25.00 65% s Old Navy $25.00 14% $ Wendy's $25.00 6% s
Dick's Sporing Goods — - Ofive Garden $100.00 | 8% s
$100.00 Ofive Garden $25.00 8% s
Dick's Sporting Goods B% $
§25.00 Oulback Steakhouse 10% s
$50.00

Make Checks Payable To:  Good Shepherd L WML Total Due All Columns: $
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Veterans Day Observance on Sunday, November 9

Veterans Day is celebrated annually on November 11. This year, we'll be recognizing Vet-
erans Day at Good Shepherd on Sunday, November 9. Special snacks will be provided,
along with an informative and sentimental display.

Our Good Shepherd congregation includes many veterans. If you're a veteran, please give
your name and service affiliation to: Christine Avila-Smith or Kathy Mokris. And, we'd like
a picture or two of you! The pictures can be recent, or from your time in the service.

If you'd like to submit a digital picture, e-mail or text Christine or Kathy. Pictures need to
be in no late than Sun. Now. 2.

Questions or want to help? Ask Christine or Kathy.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION PROJECT
Operation Christmas Child - 2025

Please help put smiles on the faces and joy in the hearts of some needy children
this Christmas. You can, by filling a shoe box with toys. school supplies and
personal items for these less fortunate children throughout the world: children
affected by war, poverty, disease and natural disaster.
In the midst of the world’s current turmoil. the needs are greater than ever before. Children are scared,
and their families are afraid. Help us bring these gifts of hope to as many children as possible and
introduce them to Jesus our Savior. Please consider being a part of this critical mission.

Plastic shoeboxes will be available in the Narthex to take home on Sunday, October 12",
You may also help with cash donations.

You can follow where your shoe box goes online at samritanspurse.org/occ.

GIFT IDEAS
“WOW?” Item: stuffed animal, doll, shoes, soccer ball (deflated with pump).

Toys: jump ropes, tiny cars, small balls, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, Slinky™, toys that light up and
make noise (with extra batteries).

Personal Care Items: toothbrush. washcloths. combs and hairbrushes.

School Supplies: pens. pencils. sharpeners, crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators,
coloring and picture books.

Accessories: socks, sunglasses, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra batteries).
For additional suggestions visit samritanspurse.org/oce.
Please DO NOT INCLUDE the following items

Donit candy, toothpaste, gum, used or damaged items

wai‘t! scary or war-related items, seeds, food
liguids or lotions, medications or vitamins

breakable items or glass containers

aerosol cans or SOAP

A Personal Note

You may enclose a note and a photo of
yourself or your family. (Include your name
& address, the child may write back.)

THANK YOU!

Return boxes for dedication,
Sunday, November 9.




Adams family; Hester Allen; Josh Allen; Frank Altland; Sonya
Alwine; Annette Anderson; Tina Bell; Darlene Bentzel; Tam-
my Bosley; Braydon; Bill Bucher; Nancy Buckley; Jeffery
Cogan; Dawn Coley; Dona Dellinger; Joyce Devan; Judy
Eckenrode; Dave Eicholtz; Jane Esterby; Bob & Marge Filan-
geri; Pastor Thurman Frey; Jack & Donnalene Gingerich;

P Bob and Sandy Hahn; Wayne, Allyson & Christopher Hoff-

/ NEEDING OUR PRAYERS for body, soul, and spirit:

mann; Alice Jakupciak; Bob Jakupciak; Beatrice Jeanette;
Sandy Knisely; Linda Latif; Geoff Lyman; Joe Miller; Randy
Miller; Neenan family; Norma Orsie; Dave Polimeni; Yvonne
Rudacille; Denise Sater; Tom Shearer; Bill Smith; Cary
Smith; Pat Smith; Bill Svobota; Beth Ann Thompson; Joe &
Donna Toomey; Elizabeth Turner; Rick Weidner; Ella Weis-
bord; Jim Williams; John Wills Jr; Cole Young

Denise Eckert "-.,\ '/‘\9 C(xl
Sandy & Bob Hahn 2T w‘# " W m f #f‘ e

Patty Hoshall Doris Ruesskamp Donna Siple
Sharon Warnecke

Joanne Reese Pauline Schaefer Donna & Joe
Toomey George Yovich
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2121 Roosevelt Ave.
York, PA 17408

Phone: 717-764-4746
E-mail: gs_york@verizon.net
Sunday Worship:
In-person or Livestream
9:00 Alternative
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Traditional

Follow the Good Shepherd with us!

We’re on the web!

gsyork.wix.com/
goodshepherdlutheran

facebook.com/

«Namey»
«Street»
«cityzip»




