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GOOD SHEPHERD 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

  SEPTEMBER 2025 

A Word from Our Pastor 
 On September 30, 1982 a new primetime sitcom was in-

troduced on the NBC fall lineup.  Among 77 shows ranked 
for their premier, this one came in nearly last at #74.  It 
was a humbling start for a show that eventually became 
part of NBC’s “Must See TV” of the 1990s.  This program 
ran for 11 seasons with 275 episodes that brought a new 
group of friends into our living rooms: Sam, Diane, Coach, 
Cliff and Norm to name just a few.  It didn’t matter if you’d 
never been to Boston or even patronized a bar; everyone 
knew Cheers by its defining characteristic: the place where 
everybody knows your name. 

When we have guests in worship, people like Tom Shearer 
and Marilyn von Schlichten are usually the first friendly 
faces they see. I’ve observed how people take time to in-
troduce themselves and get to know 
our guests.  An important part of 
welcoming our guests is follow up; in 
fact, we request their contact infor-
mation so we can say “Thank you for 
choosing to worship at Good Shep-
herd”, invite them to share their first 
impressions and ask if they have any 
concerns we can lift in prayer for 
them.  It’s our opportunity to get to 
know our guest by name and show 
that we value his or her input.  (By the way, I don’t like the 
term visitor. Whether it’s at home or church, a guest is 
someone who is made to feel welcome.)  The majority of 
our Sunday guests say they’ve found people in our church 
to be very welcoming.  As a testimony to that welcome, 
this month I’m hosting a New Member Class and have ex-
tended a personal invitation to 24 regularly worshipping 
guests! (They not only found a welcome, but have come 
back again and again.) 

It makes all the difference when people are committed to 
extending a warm welcome and taking a genuine interest 
in others. Many churches claim to be friendly and welcom-
ing, but that’s not always what guests experience.  On your 
first visit to a church, you may not feel comfortable step-
ping into a cluster of people or initiating a conversation.  
Most active church members report that they  decided to 
come back after their first visit because someone took an 

interest in them and made them feel welcomed; that 
speaks volumes of who we are as a church.  Like that expe-
rience at Cheers, I hope our worship guests can tell others, 
They’re always glad you came! 

One small detail about Sunday worship is that we track 
worship attendance, not by a general count, but by name!  
That means your church is a place where you matter-
personally. When you are here, you’re a valued member of 
a faith community, worshipping and praying, serving and 
playing; when you are not here, you are dearly missed. 
What a wonderful reminder that you matter to God and 
you matter as part of the community of faith that is Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church.  When we take time to extend 
that kind of welcome and demonstrate that level of care to 

others, we show that our church is a place, 
like Cheers, where everybody knows your 
name. 

That defining characteristic of our church 
brings Psalm 133:1 to mind.  Allow me to 
paraphrase:  How good and pleasant it is 
when we all get along in harmony.  We 
worship together as one, but there are oth-
er opportunities where we build relation-
ships in the church: dinners, special trips, 

serving in leadership, and working side by side on projects 
like the food bank, lawn care, quilting, Operation Christ-
mas Child, singing in worship, tending the gardens, and so 
much more!  Beyond worship, where will you get to know 
others by name? And for that matter, how will you extend 
that kind of welcome to others you know and meet at 
church?  

It’s great to get together, right?  Taking a break from all 
your worries, sure would help a lot!  We don’t come togeth-
er just for the sake of coming together. Church isn’t a com-
mune or an escape from the world; on the contrary, church 
is a place where we discover that God knows us by name, 
where we find grace and forgiveness in Jesus Christ who 
gave his life for us and we are equipped to share that good 
news with others.  We stand with others in worship, rec-
ognizing our need for God’s grace-You wanna be where you 
can see, our troubles are all the same-But beyond the bless-
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Men's Zoom Bible Study We will resume at our usual day/time of Thursday 
9:30am on September 4th.  The Book of Joshua will be our study.  If you would like 
to join us, or would like additional information about our study, please contact Ron 
Webb or Dave Stetler. 

ing of gathering is the mission Jesus gave us:  “Make Disciples!”  A church Where Everybody Knows Your Name is great, but 
more than that, church is a place where Jesus Himself meets us in Word and Sacrament, equips us and sends us out of the 
church to share the Good News of forgiveness, life, hope and salvation for all people.  

It’s easy to welcome people who find our church - we do it every week.  My earnest prayer is  that each one of us sees our 
role as a valued member of God’s Kingdom, personally sent to extend that welcome beyond the church so God’s kingdom 
may grow and others may know His name! 

Pastor Brian 

 

MenMen’’s Breakfasts Breakfast  
  

The next Men’s Breakfast will be Friday, September 28, 2025 at 8:00 AM! 
 

The breakfast is prepared by members of the “Men In Mission” group.  

A time of devotion follows breakfast. 
 

Information Meeting Concerning The Church’s Roof 

To be held at 6pm, Wednesday September 3rd 

At our August Council meeting a motion was passed to recommend to the Congregation at our 
upcoming September meeting, to contract MR ROOFING of Manheim PA, to replace the shingles 
at our church building and make any necessary repairs to the roof (which would include sky-
lights/flashing). 

This Wednesday, September 3rd, at our Council Meeting, Mr. Ray King of MR ROOFING, will give 
a presentation and answer questions concerning roof replacement of shingles and other roof-
ing related repairs that may be needed. All members are invited to attend. This will take place 
at the beginning of our Council meeting, allowing anyone who wishes to  leave prior to the 
business portion of the Council. 
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Chris & Will Candisky 

 

Denise Eckert 

 
Sandy & Bob Hahn 

 
Patty Hoshall 

 

Joanne Reese 

 

Doris Ruesskamp 

 

Pauline Schaefer 

 

Sharon Warnecke 

 

Our Homebound 
Members 

George Yovich 

 

Donna Siple 

 

Donna & Joe 
Toomey 

 

NEEDING OUR PRAYERS for body, soul, and spirit:  

Adams family; Hester Allen; Josh Allen; Frank Altland; Sonya 
Alwine; Annette Anderson; Tina Bell; Darlene Bentzel; Tammy 
Bosley; Bill Bucher; Nancy Buckley; Jeffery Cogan; Dawn Col-
ey; Dona Dellinger; Joyce Devan; Judy Eckenrode; Dave Ei-
choltz; Jane Esterby; Bob & Marge Filangeri; Pastor Thurman 
Frey; Jack & Donnalene Gingerich; Bob and Sandy Hahn; 
Wayne, Allyson & Christopher Hoffmann; Alice Jakupciak; Bob 
Jakupciak; Beatrice Jeanette; Sandy Knisely; Linda Latif; 
Randy Miller; Neenan family; Norma Orsie; Dave Polimeni; 
Yvonne Rudacille; Denise Sater; Tom Shearer; Bill Smith; Cary 
Smith; Pat Smith; Bill Svobota; Beth Ann Thompson; Joe & 
Donna Toomey; Elizabeth Turner; Rick Weidner; Ella Weis-
bord; Jim Williams; Cole Young 

Calling All Lutherans! Gather with pro-life Lutherans on Mon. Sept. 22 prior to the 2025 PA 
March for Life at The Hilton in Harrisburg, One N. 2nd St. to be encouraged and take a stand 
for the dignity of all lives from conception to natural death. A full breakfast, free of charge, 
will be served from 9am-10am.  Scott Licht of Lutherans for Life (slicht@lutheransforlife.org) 
and Mary Ann Albertini, Advancement Director of A Woman's Concern Pregnancy and Parent-
ing Resource Center (MaryAnnA@pregnancylancaster.com)  will briefly address us before we 
walk together to the Capitol steps for the 11am Rally and 12pm Mile March. 
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SUNDAY 9am  

In-Person 

11am  

In-Person 

YouTube 
Views 

Aug. 3 25 70 53 

Aug. 10 35 73 27 

Aug. 17 32 68 22 

Aug. 24 27 62 76 

Attendance 

Through mid-August, Weis and Giant gift card sales have 
totaled $15,960. The Building Fund has received $798 or 

5% in 2025. There will be no sales on Sept. 7, but look 
for Tom or Marilyn the rest of the month in the narthex. 

Good Shepherd Quilters 

 

Our quilters will start again on Tuesday, September 9th at 
9:30 AM. Come ready for fellowship and mission work. No 
previous experience needed. Finished quilts are taken to the 
Lutheran World Relief Distribution Center and shipped 
around the world where needed. 

We are sponsoring Ham & Cheese Pretzel Roll Sandwiches 
to support our need for supplies. The sign-up sheet for 
sandwiches is on the table in the Narthex. Pick-up will be on 
September 25th at 4 PM.   

We always need cotton or cotton/poly sheets and fabric.  
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Stewardship 
Submitted by Kathy Mokris 
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ServingGenerously Fair - again! 
On the Sundays August 31, September 7 & 14 the Stewardship, Fellow-
ship and Outreach committees will once again be providing an oppor-
tunity to view and volunteer for the many ministries happening at 
Good Shepherd this upcoming fall and winter.  These dates will coin-
cide with Good Shepherd’s hosting the American Cancer Society's Re-
lay for Life Car Show on September 1, as well as with our own annual 
Yard Sale on September 13.  Since we open our doors to visitors during 
those events, the ServingGenerously Fair will also be a visual commu-
nication to those visitors as to the activities with which our church is 
involved.  

Augsburg Confession Study 
A study of the Augsburg Confession – one of the Lutheran confessional documents – will start 
in September.    

 

Historical Context 

Several years after Luther wrote the 95 theses, an assembly in Augsburg, Germany was 
planned by Emperor Charles V to settle the conflict between the Lutherans and the Roman 
Catholic Church.  

 

In preparation, the Lutherans wrote the Augsburg Confession. Addressed to Charles V, the 
Augsburg Confession outlines how the Lutheran teachings and beliefs are based on God’s 
Word.   

 

Study Sessions 

If you are interested in discussing the history of Lutheran teachings and their Scriptural basis, 
come Mondays from 6:30pm-7:30pm starting September 15th to read and discuss the 
Augsburg Confession along with its Scripture references.  

 

The discussions will use The Lutheran Confessions: Augsburg Confession and Its Apology Study 
Guide from Concordia Publishing house.  

 

A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. Copies of the study guide will be provided.  

 

See Al Mokris for any questions. 

https://www.cph.org/catalog/product/view/id/1753/s/lutheran-confessions-augsburg-confession-and-its-apology-study-guide/
https://www.cph.org/catalog/product/view/id/1753/s/lutheran-confessions-augsburg-confession-and-its-apology-study-guide/
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Young at Heart 

Wednesday, September 10 – 11:30 am 

A new school year has begun!  We invite all senior citizens to join us for a delicious lunch after 

which we will share memories of our own school experiences.  Bring along photos, yearbooks, 

or other mementoes of your school years.  Or simply be prepared to join the discussion.  A sign 

up sheet is available in the narthex so that we will know how many to plan for. 

Women’s Bible Study – Bad  Girls of the Bible 

10 Weekly sessions beginning Thursday, October 2, 10 am 

Adult Sunday School Room 

Lot’s wife, Delilah, Jezabel, the woman at the well – each exhibited behavior that, to put it 

mildly, would be considered unacceptable.  Each week, we will discover how God reached 

out to one of them with mercy, compassion and love – just as He reaches out to us.  All wom-

en are welcome.  Please sign up in the narthex. 

ServingGenerously Fair - again 

On the Sundays August 31, September 7 & 14 the Stewardship, Fel-
lowship and Outreach committees will once again be providing an 
opportunity to view and volunteer for the many ministries happen-
ing at Good Shepherd this upcoming fall and winter.  These dates 
will coincide with Good Shepherd’s hosting the American Cancer 
Society's Relay for Life Car Show on September 1, as well as with 
our own annual Yard Sale on September 13.  Since we open our 
doors to visitors during those events, the ServingGenerously Fair 
will also be a visual communication to those visitors as to the activ-
ities with which our church is involved.  

These sign-ups also assist church staff, leadership and ministry 
leaders in identifying those who would like to serve in specific min-
istries.  Please join us for these events.  
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MULTI-AGE SUNDAY SCHOOL:  

 

During the month of August, we have started using upper level learning material called Bi-
ble in Life. We connect with God’s Word, study God’s Word, interact with God’s Word, and 
apply God’s Word in each lesson. 

 

1. “First Things First” taught us how to put God first based on the first commandment, “You 
shall have no other God’s before me.” A wealthy young man came to Jesus, but learned he 
couldn’t enter the kingdom of God because he was unwilling to part with his wealth. 

 

2. “A Day Set Apart” was about God giving us a special day to enjoy Him. This was based on 
the fourth commandment, “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy”. The Pharisees 
were trying to trick Jesus by pointing out things that shouldn’t be done on the Sabbath. Je-
sus told them that the extra man-made rules for the Sabbath made it a burden instead of a 
special day. 

 

3. “Misunderstood” taught us how to obey our parents even when it seems like they don’t 
understand. This lesson was based on the fifth commandment, “Honor your father and 
mother”. Jesus and his family were at the Passover festival. Jesus stayed behind and his par-
ents misunderstood why he had to be there. As the Son of God and Son of Man, Jesus had to 
obey His Heavenly Father and His earthly parents.  

 

4. “Rich and Foolish” was about learning to be happy with what you have based on the tenth 
commandment, “You shall not covet”.  A man asked Jesus to tell his brother to divide an in-
heritance with him. The man showed his desire to have what his brother had.  

 

These rules to live by (The Ten Commandments) are still our guide for daily life. Living it 
“The Jesus Way”.  
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Drinking from the Puddles 

by Perley J. Allen 

A book that I highly recommend is, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23, by Phillip Keller. Keller, 
the son of missionary parents, grew up in Kenya, and early in his adult life purchased sheep 
and embarked on the career as a shepherd. Later as a pastor himself, he wrote this book on 
the 23rd Psalm from the perspective of an actual shepherd, as well as a pastor. His back-
ground and insight as both are beautifully brought out in this book, which should enable an-
yone who reads it to have a better understanding and deeper appreciation for this beloved 
Psalm. 

The line, “He leadeth me beside the still waters” reminds us of the necessity we all have for 
water. It is pointed out in Keller’s book that the need for water is something that is common 
for all creatures. For sheep, the only remedy for obtaining a good source of fresh water 
comes about solely through the knowledge  and effort of the shepherd. He is responsible for 
leading them to the ‘still waters’. 

This Shepherd’s Psalm is of course an analogy, wherein we who have put our hope in ‘the 
Shepherd of our souls’ (1 Peter 2:25), find all of our needs satisfied when we are truly fol-
lowing the Good Shepherd. Apart from him, we are lost and helpless sheep, and will fall prey 
to the enemy. The imagery of ‘thirst’ is frequently used throughout Scripture, not only of our 
need for God’s help, but also our longing for his salvation. The psalmist speaks with confi-
dence that God alone is capable of quenching his spiritual thirst. 

Keller also describes people that he knows who seek to satisfy this ‘thirst’ by pursuing eve-
rything BUT the Good Shepherd. He cites such things as the arts, culture, music, literature, 
travel, sports, hobbies, community efforts, drugs, alcohol, sexual adventure, and such - all of 
which cannot satisfy the ‘thirsting soul’ (Psalm 42). Such is the indictment given through the 
prophet Jeremiah(2:13): “For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water” 

In spite of the best efforts of the shepherd in leading his sheep to a clean source of water, 
there are those who would rather drink from the puddles.  So it is true of the Good Shepherd 
seeking to lead us to the ‘still waters’. Keller describes this as follows: 

“Of course there is always a percentage of perverse people who will refuse to allow God to 
lead them. They insist on running their own lives and following the dictates of their own 
wills. They insist they can be masters of their own destinies even if ultimately such destinies 
are destructive. They don’t want to be directed by the Spirit of God - they don’t want to be 
led by Him - they want to walk in their own ways and drink from any old source that they 
fancy might satisfy their whims.” 

“They remind me very much of a bunch of sheep I watched one day which were being led 
down to a magnificent mountain stream. The snow-fed waters were flowing pure and clear 
and crystal clean between lovely banks of trees. But on the way several stubborn ewes and 
their lambs stopped, instead, to drink from small, dirty, muddy pools beside the trail. The 
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water was filthy and polluted not only with the churned up mud from the passing sheep but 
even with the manure and urine of previous flocks that had passed that way. Still these stub-
born sheep were quite sure it was the best drink obtainable.” 

“People often try this pursuit or that with the casual comment, ‘So, what? I can’t see that it’s 
going to do any harm!’ Little do they appreciate that often there is a delayed reaction and that 
considerable time may elapse before the full impact of their misjudgment strikes home. Then 
suddenly they are in deep trouble and wonder why.” 

Children’s Sermon 

During a recent children’s sermon, Pastor Brian was filling Jase Blechertas’ backpack full 
of things to worry and have anxiety about. He pointed out how it weighs us down. Jesus 
says,”I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat; or about your body 
what you will wear. For life is more than food and the body more than clothes.” (Luke 
12:22-23) 
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GOOD SHEPHERD YARD SALE 

Saturday, Sept 13th—8a.m.—1p.m. 

Spaces available @ $15 and tables @ $10 

FOOD TENT AND BAKE GOODS TABLE 

Contacts: 

Reserve space/table—Shirley Dreyer 

General Info—Larry Kaetzel 

PLEASE SIGN UP IN THE NARTHEX TO HELP OR TO PROVIDE BAKE GOODS 
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LWML 
 

Next LWML meeting:  Monday September 8 @ 6pm.  All ladies are invited to attend. 

 

Watch for information regarding our upcoming Gift Card Sale! 

 

Altar flowers: Looking for sponsors for the following dates: 

Sept. 28; Oct. 19 & 26; Nov. 2, 9, & 30 

Chart is located in the  hall. Price is still $38.50 for 2 vases. 

 

Ushers for September: Lori Bowman; Sheila Denny; June Downs; Kim Meyer 

 

Acolyte for September: Jase Blechertas    

Chime Choir: Weekly rehearsals will 
resume beginning Th. Sept. 4 @ 
7pm. Contact Rachel Booz if inter-
ested in joining! 

Confirmation Classes: begin Sun. 
Sept. 7 @ 7pm. More details to fol-
low. 

Financial Peace University is a personal finance class based on biblical prin-
ciples of money management. It is focused on budgeting, debt elimination, 
and behavior modification. First St. John’s has provided funds to cover the tui-
tion cost of this program for each of the families participating. We will still be 
collecting $20 at the start of the program (so participants still have some skin 

in the game) but we will be returning $50 to all families that “graduate” (attending 8/9 
sessions). This course will be on Tuesdays starting at 6:30pm at First St. John’s with 
the first session on Tues. Sept. 16. See the flyer on the narthex table or scan the QR 
code for more information. 

Our next congregational meeting is scheduled for Sun. Sept. 21 at 12:15pm. 
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September Birthdays: 
1—Gloria Bose; Jo Reese 

3—Bryan Deel 

7—George Adams 

8—Randy Miller 

11—Rick Weidner 

13—Dona Dellinger 

17—Shelly Ettline 

19—Jase Blechertas; Mickey Looks 

20—Carolyn Goodling 

21—Nicole Shelton 

25—Nancy Buckley 

28—Amanda Snook 

29—Dave Blechertas 

30—Aaliyah Denny; Jesse Shelton; Ryan Bowman 

September Anniversaries: 
2—Kurt & Christine Kessler; Bob & Marge Filangeri 

6—Ron & Carolyn Goodling 

8—John & Heather Thompson 

10—John & Sheila Denny 

11—John & Sharon Yarnell; Tim & Emily McEvoy 

September Local Mission:  

Human Life Services 
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2121 Roosevelt Ave. 
York, PA 17408 

We’re on the web! 
gsyork.wix.com/
goodshepherdlutheran  

facebook.com/

Phone: 717-764-4746 

E-mail: gs_york@verizon.net 

Sunday Worship: 

In-person or Livestream 

9:00 Alternative 

10:00 Sunday School 

11:00 Traditional 
 

Follow the Good Shepherd with us! 

«Name» 

«Street» 

«cityzip» 

 

 

   

 

Smile, 

you 

are 

loved! 


